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Floaty fabrics and ruffles in nudes, pinks and florals are
everywhere with pretty flowers on everything from your
shoes to your bag – even your undies, so you can feel a
true romantic from top to toe!

As well as all the usual offerings of fashion-forward
clothes, footwear and accessories from your favourite
high street brands including Topshop, Dorothy Perkins,
Miss Selfridge, Wallis, Warehouse, Topman and
Burton, a new addition’s been added to the line-up
making Outfit a one-stop shop for everyone.

The unit at Serpentine Green shopping centre is excited
to announce that womenswear brand Oasis will also
be available from February 2, just in time for
Valentine’s Day. 

This fabulous new addition has some gorgeous pieces
that are perfect for creating a feminine silhouette, just
what you need come the 14th and to ensure you have
the hottest date ever!

Love is in the air this
February at Outfit in
Peterborough as a
variety of products
arrive in cutesy
florals and dusky
pinks – two of the
hottest trends – to
ensure this is one
Valentine’s Day
you’ll never forget.

LOCAL FASHION

Ruffle front dress
Oasis @ Outfit £45

Obi belt
Oasis @ Outfit £25 

Corsage bag
Oasis @ Outfit £45
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Floral platforms
Miss Selfridge @ Outfit £50

Floral print teddy
lingerie
Topshop @ Outfit £28

Floral backpack
Miss Selfridge @ Outfit £22

Blazer
Topshop @ Outfit £55

Floral barrel bag 
Miss Selfridge @ Outfit £30
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“Yeah that was probably when I did an acoustic set
supporting the up-and-coming Snow Patrol,” he tells me,
“or around that time anyway.” A time when guitar bands
were coming out of bedrooms and into the national
spotlight thick and fast.“I don’t think we have had that for a
while now, guitar bands have sort of disappeared. The last
wave were like Kasabian and The Pigeon Detectives but
they were a few years ago, it seems all a bit synthy now.”
A point I personally agree with. There doesn’t seem to be
the next wave on the horizon, the next Libertines or
Razorlight. Where is the next fresh sounding band to inspire
the 13-year-olds to wanna be a rock star…? The Fidds, the
Met, the Solstice, schools, local pubs – all had battle of the
bands competitions, you don’t see it so much now.

“It gave me an apprenticeship all that kinda stuff, I won a
competition at the Solstice,” which funnily enough is where
his life in a covers band started. “I was playing there and
Smithy (Colin) was doing the sound. Big Paul and Blanty
came to see Smithy and we got chatting.” Out of this chat
came what was to be one of the most popular covers bands
of the last three years – The Mighty Quinn.  

To be fair it was destined to be good, Paul Allen and Paul
Blant are serious musicians, the rhythm section that has
driven Peterborough’s pub scene for the last 15 years. The
Loan Sharks, The Setting Sons, Smithy and then The Mighty
Quinn, they’ve stirred up some cool beats and grooves in
just about every venue in the area. Put John’s indie,
Beatles-esque, soulful voice on top, a bit of guitar and
you’re onto a winner. “It was only meant to be once a
month,” he explains, “but we were asked to play more and
more.”

However after three years of gigging the band have called it
a day to allow John’s talent for songwriting to flourish more
in The Fleeting Minds which includes, Paul Blant on drums,
Louis Speed on bass and John Dalton on guitar. “I think I’ve
matured as a songwriter, I sing from the heart and hope the
songs have meaning. I can write a song and know how
Blanty will interpret it, it’s great working with him we’re
just on the same wavelength.” Again, testament to the
talent and perception of Paul Blant and to their friendship
which not only sees them play and socialise together but
work together at the Live Music Shop. 

Referring back to earlier there was a time when lots of
bands sounded very much like Oasis or Blur with a bit of
Beatles thrown in, some hoped they’d make it but you kind
of knew they’d missed the boat by five years. John is aware
of and embraces his influences but puts his own take on
that influence which means you can’t really pin his music
down to one band or even an era. It’s now, it’s today.
“Mods, or Modernists to be precise, what’s the point of
copying their style to the letter?” says John. “You can’t be a
retro mod, what’s that all about?”

It’s a very astute point from an intelligent guy and sums up
The Fleeting Minds, it’s not retro but… there are little
hooks and phrases in there that almost take you back but
then they let you back through the door of the present.

There is a record deal in hand with IMJ and you can expect
an album out spring time with another maybe in the
autumn, the songs are written and ready to be laid down
and are different again to the album out soon. Busy lad that
John Quinn, track The Fleeting Minds down on Myspace
and Facebook.

After chatting to some of the city’s
more mature musicians and being
delighted by their stories of
backache, stair-lifts and Viagra (only
teasing lads...) I had an opportunity
to sit and have a chat with a guy of
less advanced years.
John Quinn is a 26-year-old who it seems has been around far longer than his formative years suggest. I can
remember John from the Met Lounge circa 2002 in his Beatles jacket and peaked cap and he seems to have
been around and about ever since.

The Fleeting Minds

John Quinn

18

wheels@espmag.co.uk

INBETWEENERS
ON RUDE ROAD TRIP!
As the nation prepares to do something funny for
money for Red Nose Day 2011, The Inbetweeners lads
are already on it...

The cheeky chaps from hit TV show The Inbetweeners
have been on a hilariously naughty Red Nose Day
challenge travelling around the country to find the
rudest and crudest named places possible!

Simon Bird, Joe Thomas, James Buckley and Blake
Harrison – otherwise known as The Inbetweeners –
challenged themselves to rack up 50 lewd locations in

just 50 hours. 

Setting off from Bush Lane at
12pm on Tuesday January 18
and finishing at 2pm on
Thursday January 20 at a rude
London location to be

revealed, they also aimed to stop off at the likes of
Minge Lane, Titty Ho and Bell End along the way.

The foursome, also known as their alter-egos Will,
Simon, Jay and Neil, did the tour of their risqué route
in the classic yellow Fiat from the series, with the
cameras rolling the entire time capturing all of the
banter as they navigated their route to meet the 50
hour deadline.

To show them your support, make a donation at
www.comicrelief.com/inbetweeners or donate £1
by texting RUDE to 70011. 

You can see how the guys got on, with footage
available to buy exclusively from iTunes
(www.itunes.co.uk). The whole show will be
available to download
from February 3 – when
Red Nose Day officially
launches. The big day
itself is on March 18.

PEUGEOT 3008’s
A WINNER!
There was success for Peugeot at the What Car? Awards with the
Peugeot 3008 winning the Best Crossover of the Year 2011.

Introduced in October 2009, the 3008 has proved a compelling all
rounder with its clever blend of quality, practicality, comfort and
interior space.  With a host of useful driving aids including available
features, like Grip Control, Dynamic Roll Control, Head-up Display,
Distance Alert and automatic electric parking brake with Hill Assist,
it continues to deliver a thoroughly modern driving experience.

Commenting on the 3008’s award, Steve Fowler, Editor in Chief of
What Car? said – “So, last year’s 'Car of the Year’ rules the roost yet
again in the increasingly competitive Crossover category. The 3008
offers levels of class and comfort that rivals can’t match and, with
the 1.6 THP engine under the bonnet, it’s great fun to drive, too.”

This year’s seen the introduction of two new models – the SR and
the special edition Envy – which offer extra levels of standard
equipment, making the 3008 even more unbeatable for practicality
and comfort.

The new Audi A1 has been named the What Car? Car of the
Year 2011 just twelve months after it won the Most Exciting
Car of the Year…not bad going eh?

The judges described the A1 as "the right car at the right
time, combining desirability with ability” and the Audi
premium hatch was dubbed "the ultimate downsizer's
transportation" by the panel of What Car? journalists.

Steve Fowler, Editor-in-Chief of What Car?, explained – "The
Audi A1 is a brilliant car: brilliantly targeted and brilliantly

executed. More and more buyers are looking for smaller,
more efficient cars, but with all the luxury trappings of much
larger cars. That's exactly what Audi has given them – a
super-stylish, high quality small car that's affordable and
great fun, too."

Prices for the A1 start at £13,420 OTR for the 1.2 TFSI (86PS)
SE model, and rise to £18,665 for the 1.4 TFSI (122PS) S line
model.
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THE FIGHTER
Released: February 4

Cast: Mark Wahlberg, Christian Bale,
Amy Adams.  Director: David O Russell

THE KING’S
SPEECH

Out now
Cast: Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush,

Helena Bonham Carter.
Director: Tom Hooper

TANGLED
Released: January 28

This major hair-raising, half-term,
computer-generated animation
offering – which also boasts
Golden Globe nominations – sees
Mandy Moore voice the long hair-
laden Rapunzel, who kidnaps
charming bandit Flynn Rider
(Zachary Levi) in this critically-
lauded non-Pixar Disney tale.

SANCTUM
Released: February 4

James Cameron produces this
claustrophobic, based on a true
story, 3D thriller which sees a
bunch of explorers – including
Fantastic Four’s Brit actor Ioan
Gruffudd – fight for survival after
a tropical storm forces them deep
into the labyrinth nightmare of a
remote cave system.

PAUL
Released: February 14

British Shaun Of The Dead and
Hot Fuzz duo Simon Pegg and Nick
Frost re-team once again as two
comic-book geeks who befriend an
alien they find outside Area 51, in
this out of this world (ahem) sci-fi
comedy from the director of
Superbad, which co-stars Seth
Rogen and Sigourney Weaver.

I AM NUMBER FOUR 
Released: February 18

This Michael Bay-produced 
action-thriller sees young Brit 
star Alex Pettyfer – recovering
from the failed Stormbreaker
franchise – star as a teenager with
special powers on the run after
three like him have been slain,
with the aid of Die Hard 4.0's
Timothy Olyphant

NO STRINGS ATTACHED
Released: February 25

Rom-com stereotyped Ashton
Kutcher teams up with Golden
Globe-winning actress Natalie
Portman (Black Swan) in this
flighty flick about two friends who
try and keep their sexual
relationship strictly physical,
before they realise they want
more. As you do.

Christian Bale proves he’s not just a man behind the mask of a popular
superhero franchise – by joining fellow Brit Colin Firth (see below) in
grabbing a Golden Globe gong.

He’s joined by fellow cast member Melissa Leo in snagging Best
Supporting Actor awards at the important ‘prelude to the Oscars’ 
show, which leaves them both with hopes of going the distance come
Oscar time.

But they’re not the only ones who pack a punch in this boxing drama from
Three Kings director David O Russell, with Mark Wahlberg and
Enchanted’s Amy Adams also nabbing their own fair share of the credit.

This moving Rocky-esque flick is inspired by the unlikely rise to fame of
Wahlberg’s Irish boxer Micky Ward, shepherded by half-brother trainer
Dickie Ecklund (Bale), who himself was nearly KO’d by drugs and crime.

Also check out the masterful re-imagining of John Wayne’s True Grit from
No Country For Old Men Oscar-winning directors Joel and Ethan Coen –
starring Jeff Bridges and Matt Damon – which was featured last month,
but has since moved to a February 11 release date.

Gavin Miller

gavin.miller@espmag.co.uk

I should be put in stocks and have hot Bovril, cabbages and gravel
thrown at me for missing this heavily British-influenced gem from last
month’s guide – I’ll blame it on release date confusion – as Colin Firth
steals the show as stammering King George VI with his Golden Globe-
winning Best Actor in a drama performance.

An Oscar win should be a cert – but I said the same about Mickey
Rourke in The Wrestler a couple of years ago – in this rousing period
drama from The Damned United director Tom Hooper, which boasts
fantastic support from Geoffrey Rush as George’s eccentric speech
therapist during his 1936-52 reign.

All release dates are correct at the time of going to press. 
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paparazziCaught in the act?
ESP HITS THE
TOWN AND
FOLLOWS THE BEAR
TO WHITTLESEY
ESP’s Paparazzi photographers Mike Harris and Pep
Cipriano have been out an about catching you all in the
act of having a good time and here’s the evidence!
The drinks were certainly flowing when we dropped by the Straw Bear Festival in
Whittlesey – the pubs were packed! Everyone seemed to be having a great time at
the likes of The Black Bull following the bear through the town and stopping off for
a bevie or even a sing song at The Boat.

The Beehive pub at Rivergate is fast building a reputation as a great place for a
pint (try their Castor Ales, they’re gorgeous!) and for some particularly good pub
food – but then it is run by the team behind Jim’s Yard in Stamford and Jim’s
Bistro in Peterborough – and this crowd were certainly having a good time.

It’s not just great live music the Cherry Tree’s famous for, karaoke night with
Mighty Mouth Trevor is always a winner. This Oundle Road pub always has a great
atmosphere thanks to landlords Ann and Jess and they’re such good sports they
even bashed out a few tunes themselves!

Are you following ESP on facebook and Twitter
yet? Well if not here’s another good reason why
you should – our Paparazzi pics now go up on
facebook as well as our website so you have
even more places to spot you and your mates.
Get tagging and every month there’ll be a great
prize on offer for one of you. Like ESP? Then like
our facebook and you’ll be among the first to
receive all the latest news from the magazine. 

TAG YOU’RE IT!

www.facebook.com/espmagazine


